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Editorial 


Wrnrer set in almost with Autumn this year, and the results have 
been felt in libraries. Added to the season has been the monctary 
position of the world and the election in our own country in particular. 
It was to be that the election would slow up use of 
libraries, but such reports as reach us are to the opposite effe&. There 
have been definite increases in work done. This is important in face 
of the budgetting difficulties of libraries that are prophesied. The 
enforced leisure of unemployment has fallen on many men of the 
distin@ly employable and therefore of the reading class, and these 
are finding encouragement and at least a temporary escape from their 
plight in books and in reading rooms. They may even find some new 
occupational interest there ; and all good librarians will exploit the 
opportunities which this time of stress affords to the utmost. It is 
most important to keep level-headed over difficulties, which we h 
may be temporary for libraries, and not to acquiesce in panic retren 
ments while ceding what is necessary to the general welfare. We 
cannot cede much; we have never had a superfluity. 


* * * 


One of the questions that have agitated the profession has been 
settled by the appointment as Bodley’s librarian of Dr. Herbert 
aa Beg ay raster, one of the sub-librarians of the Bodleian. 
Dr. er is a fellow of All Souls’ College. The appointment is 
subje&, at the time of writing, to the approval of Convocation, which 
is not likely to be withheld. We hope Dr. Craster will be able in his 
enviable position—in some ways the most attractive in the library 
world—to see a practical conclusion of the schemes for the enlargement 
of the Bodleian of which there has been so much discussion in recent 


years. 


* * * 


Readers, who like ourselves, follow American librarianship with 
interest, will regret the passing, with the issue of December of this 
year, of the journal which for thirty-six years, first as Public Libraries 
and then as Libraries, has done so much to promote all that is 
progressive in library work. It severs from a distinguished editorial 
office Miss Mary Eileen Ahern, who has many friends in all parts 
of the world. It is to her that the journal has owed its distinctive 
character and influence, and we hope that other channels for her long 
and enthusiastic experience may be found. 


* * * * 


As a result of the Conference at Cheltenham there has been 
considerable development in the organisation of listening groups. 
The map shown at Cheltenham indicated that northern libraries 
were much more active in this matter than those in the south, the 
southern and eastern counties being especially barren. Information 
as to how these groups are worked can be obtained by any librarian 
who cares to write to Savoy Hill. A new and quite tasteful little 
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poster has been issued for use in libraries, indicating the books 
recommended in the courses. This poster is a result of suggestions > 
made by librarians, and we think might well be in every library. d 


* * 


An interesting letter from the pen of Principal J. Russell 
Wilford in The Times of O&ober 28th deserves notice. He is in 
England from Christchurch College, New Zealand ; and tells us that 
eighty-two years ago four ships of colonists going to New Zealand 
carried with them a classical scholar whom they ‘had already deter- 
mined should be principal of a new Christ Church college, named 
after that at Oxford; they also carried a library of books. Christchurch 
has not been able to keep her library up to date, and the Principal of 
to-day appeals to those who have to dispose by legacy of libraries. 
The following extraé from his letter is worth repeating and preserving: 
Executors “ are often at a loss to know what to do with the boo 
great scholars have left behind. To dispose of them haphazardly 
is surely to undo part of the work of a lifetime. The books themselves 
—for our books are our greatest friends—must feel the indignity 
of it. But need that happy family be broken up ? There are countless 
other places overseas as well. I write only of one, but for one whose 
needs eighteen years of headship have shown me. In New Zealand we 
are very largely cut off from the centres of intelletual activity. What it 
means to be poorly served by libraries only those who have experienced 
such a disability can know.” 

This also reminds us that an effort is to be made to replace the 

ublic libraries of the New Zealand areas which were destroyed 
in the recent calamitous earthquake. Many libraries in England have 
more books than they can accommodate and this offers a useful 


suggestion to them. 
* * * 


A correspondent complains that the attendance at the Inaugural 
meng | the London and Home Counties Branch of the Association, 
when Colonel Mitchell presided and made an excellent speech on 
libraries in times of economy, and Mr. John Drinkwater delighted his 
hearers, was not worthy in numbers of the occasion. We cannot 
explain this, except by thinking that the complex and innumerable 
local demands now made upon librarians leave them small leisure 
for professional meetings. But, as a matter of faét, the London 
meetings of the L.A. always were rather thinly attended, and the 

resent L.A. is not a London assocation as it used to be. We do feel 
owever, that London members should support the efforts of their 
officers as loyally as they can. 


* * * * 


Ber Pp 


We hear that some advance towards the provision of an adequate 
permanent home for the Library Association may soon be made, 
although we cannot at present give the particulars. The rapid 
increase in the coherence and numbers of the Association is one of 
the library phenomena of our time ; and a central meeting place with 
— accommodation for meetings, for the library, and for the staff, 
will do much to consolidate the ground and will open out a happy 
prospe& for the professional Association. 
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The Great Defeat 
By R. A. Peppre. 


THERE was a hope some few years ago that the advanced party in 
librarianship, by means of active propaganda, was attaining an 
influence which would have a real and lasting effe&t. The great ques- 
tions of classification and subje& cataloguing were well to the front, 
and it was quite on the cards that some of the larger libraries would 
really take these subje&s into consideration. It was even likely that 
an attempt might be made to discuss the possibility of a subjeé& cata- 
logue for the British Museum. But this energy was soon dissipated. 
The British Museum put out two author catalogues of sixteenth 
century books and then, in deference to a clamorous demand from 
American libraries, decided on the issue of a revised general author 
catalogue. The allocation of a considerate proportion of the staff 
to this revision has, of course, rendered any other work impossible 
during its continuance. 

But this refusal to consider anything in library work beyond 
the simplest form of author catalogue is not limited to this country. 
Both in France and Germany the same method is being adopted. 
The great catalogue of the Bibliothéque Nationale and the combined 
catalogue of the Prussian, Bavarian and Austrian libraries are the 
British Museum catalogue over again. The student of literature 
and of specific authors is catered for everywhere, the student of specific 
subjeéts is referred to special libraries and special bibliographies. 

It is, of course, quite true that the author catalogue must form 
the basis of all subje& catalogues, but the entire ignoring of subje& 
catalogues simply indicates the existence of a race of apathetic librarians 
and members of committees, whose opinion apparently is that the 
individual requiring information upon special subjeéts is a nuisance 
in any really large library and should be relegated to the smaller and 
more colle&tions. 

There is no doubt that any bibliography which has been pub- 
lished could have been enlar by a considerable percentage of 
entries could the resources of the British Museum or the Bibliothéque 
Nationale have been fully explored. Every work and every edition 
of the work of any author is at once brought to the notice of the 
Student, but works of the highest importance on any particular subject, 
unless the author is known, are hidden in the depths of the author 
catalogue. 

For the next twenty-five years (this is the forecast of an optimist!) 
these three great author catalogues will drag their slow length along 
and hamper every attempt at subject catalogues. We shall know 
all about Shakespeare ms § Dante and Goethe, but nothing will have 


been added to our knowledge of electricity, dancing or the musical 
glasses, and we shall still have that pathetic story of the British Museum 
Reading Room habitué who, for the benefit of some millionaire 
colleé&tor, is reading through the General Catalogue to discover all 
the a of National Library on Pig-keeping in ancient 


i 
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The Conference of the Association of 
Special Libraries & Information Bureau, 
Oxford—September, 1931 


Tue Eighth Annual Conference of the Association of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux (ASLIB) was held at Lady Margaret Hall, 
Oxford, September 18th-21st, 1931. 

I. THe Annuat Report. 

The Annual Report refleéted the general depression and although 
the strength of the membership had Se maintained, and economy 
of expenditure had been exercised, the deficit balance indicated that 
unless membership was increased or some new source of income found, 
the continuance of the association would be endangered. The Presi- 
dent, Mr. H. T. Tizard, C.B., F.R.S., who was re-eleéted, stressed 
in his remarks the need for ASLIB at the present time, when co- 

tion was so essential to the welfare of commerce and industry. 

The Report shows that the panel of expert translators now in- 
cludes some 200 names and represents about 41 languages. The 
ASLIB Directory is being revised systematically and amendments and 
additions will, as in the past, be published in ASLIB Information. 
The Council has under consideration the proposal to prepare a business 
man’s directory. 

Another proposal formulated and carried at the Conference was 
to the effect that an index should be prepared, with the co-operation of 
institutions concerned, of the many (especially unpublished) docu- 
ments compiled by various institutions and societies throughout the 
country, with the objeé& of dire€ting members to them; the index 
to be made available at ASLIB headquarters. 


Il. THe ScHoor or LrsRARIANSHIP. 

Dr. E. A. Baker, M.A., Dire&tor of the School of Librarianship, 

rted that a course for graduates in other faculties than that of Arts 
who desire to train for posts in special libraries and in research depart- 
ments would begin in Oober, 1931. 

Ill. THe Nationa Cenrrav Lrsrary, 

The National Central Library reported that with a grant of 
£50,000 from the Carnegie Trust, a site had been secured ese ea 
University College, on which existing premises would be adapted an 
new buildings ere&ted. It was hoped these would be ready next 
summer. ¢ Union Catalogue of London Borough Reference 
Libraries was nearly completed, some 200,000 slips had been received, 
although there were three libraries yet to be done, and three done 
only in part. The Union Catalogue of Periodicals of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Library Co-operation, which had its headquarters at 
Birmingham, would be transferred to the National Central Library 
as from O@ober 1$t. It comprised a catalogue of periodicals in 
university libraries of about 70,000 entries, and when completed would 
be published as a complementary volume to the World Lift of Scientifie 
Periodicals. The catalogue would indicate whether a library possessed 
only certain parts of a periodical. The Union Catalogue of Outlier 
Special Libraries, of which there were 113, but only 38 were contribut- 
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ing to the catalogue (books and er ge was developing slowly. 
The two regional schemes—Northern Counties (Westmorland, 
Durham and Northumberland) with the centre at Newcastle ; and the 
West Midlands (Hereford, Shropshire, Staffs., Warwick and Worcester) 
with the centre at Birmingham, were now officially established. 
Each was compiling a union catalogue, a duplicate of which would be 
sent to the National Central Library. It was hoped that eventually 
ten or twelve such schemes would cover the British Isles and so give 
a national catalogue. 
IV. Orner Papers oF INTEREST TO THE LIBRARIAN. 

The papers given at the Conference were all of a high standard 
and most interesting, but those of most interest to the librarian were 
as follows :— 

“ How the Manufadturer can Help the Librarian,” by Mr. E. N. 
Simons (Assistant Sales Manager, Edgar Allen & Co., Ltd.). The 
essence of this paper was that librarians were not sufficiently aware of 
the very valuable technical and other literature issued by manu- 
fa@turers with the obje& of ensuring intelligent users of their 
commodities, which could be had in many cases for the mere asking. 
The information given in this class of literature was the latest and 
most reliable because it was the knowledge discovered and used by 
the firms in the produétion of their wares. Excellent examples of 
literature of this type were displayed. 

Mr. B. M. Headicar, Librarian of the School of Economics, 
gave a useful account of the practical methods of arrangement, indexin 
and routine in the business library and information bureau, whi 
should prove most helpful as a guide for those who may desire to 
organise an imformation service. 

The paper by Mr. F. A. Hoare (Hon. Treas. to the Commission 
on Educational and Cultural Films) on “ Films as a Medium of 
Information in Education, Science and Industry,” revealed the fa& 
that the film was undoubtedly a most — ally in the cause of 
disseminating information. He contended that we got the films we 
deserved, and if the finest intelligences and the most thoughtful and 
creative minds continued to hold themselves aloof from problems of 
film produétion and utilisation in education, science, or industry, we 
cull hardly complain if the standards reached in cultural content or 
in technique were inadequate. The theme was the use of films for 
conveying faéts, to promote concrete rather than abstra& knowledge, 
and the ability to generalise. The use of the film forces children to 
find their own words to express opinions and to describe scenes, 
not merely to borrow those of the teacher or text-book. Thus, instead 
of mn to form the “‘ mass mind,” it enco originality. The 
recently established Commission on and ultural Films 
is publishing in the autumn a report elaborating many points made 
in the paper. The whole subjeé is under the care of the International 
Educational Cinematograph Institute at Rome, which is part of the 
machinery of The League of Nations. 

Mr. C. A. Macartney’s paper on “ The League of Nations and the 
International Labour Office as Sources of Information for Economic 
Affairs” gave much help, especially in explaining the aGtivities of these 
institutions as distributors of inioamntion, not only through their 
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publications (which are published by Messrs. Allen & Unwin) but also 
the faé that (the International Labour Office in particular) they main- 
tained Staff to deal with enquiries. 

The Library and Information Department of the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs was described in a paper by Margaret E. Cleeve, 
Secretary of the Library and Publications. The information depart- 
ment deals with enquiries on political and economic matters in inter- 
national affairs, publishes a fortnightly Bulletin of International News, 
and prepares detailed studies of specific subjeéts, which are issued as 
memoranda in mimeographed form. The library consists of post-war 
So bearing on international affairs, political, economic and 
egal, with essential reference books of before that period. It com- 
prises some 30,000 books and pamphlets, 323 foreign and British 
periodicals, 522 periodical official documents and annual reports of 
different countries. The paper further enlarged on the sources avail- 
able in the library, such as official publications, British and foreign 
books and periodicals, foreign newspapers, maps and press cuttings. 

In a paper on “ Documentation in Business Organization,” ty 
G. A. A. De Voogd, the obje& was to show that the rationalisation of 
documentation was more a problem of organisation than one of 
registration or indexing, but on the grounds of his experience as laid 
down in his paper, came to the conclusion that the international 
decimal classification offered the best possibilities in order to attain 
rationalisation in the systems of documentation. 

Dr. Albert Predeek presented a paper on “The Ever-Ready 
Printed Catalogue,” which is a product of the Adrema-Maschienen- 
baugesellschaft, Ltd., Berlin. It comprises a machine which embosses 
short texts on small metal plates, and from these entries are made by 
running them through a printing machine at high speed. The em- 
bossing machine can print the catalogue as a whole or in parts, at any 
time, and by its “‘ selection devices ” print selected parts from a large 
stock of titles chosen from various points of view. The stock of metal 
plates represents an “ ever printable or renewable catalogue ” which is 
continuously kept up-to-date by the addition of new plates. The 
cost of these machines varies according to sizes, but the one the author 
uses costs about {200. The work, it was stated, could be soon mastered 
by untrained Staff. 

V. ConcLusIon. 

We have been very pleased to have had the opportunity of 
attending this conference where so much has been learnt by meeting 
delegates of so great a diversity of activity and interest and yet aiming 
at a common good. The arrangements were in every detail most 
ably carried out. KENNETH A. Rype. 


TO LIBRARIANS. 
TWO ROTARY DUPLICATORS for Sale; Automatically Feed and 
Stack, in perfect working condition, 3 years’ guarantee. 
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“Resolved that Miss X be Appointed ” 
By F Smrrn, A.L.A. 


Some while ago, a new junior assistant waas appointed to the staff 
of the library which is graced with my presence. Initiating fresh 
assistants into the intricacies of our craft is not part of my duties— 
officially ; that is left to one of our young ladies. 

Now during the past three years there have been no less than 
seven juniors appointed to our staff, and in each case the procedure 
has been the same. The girl (all of them have been of the fair sex) 
is told to be at the library at 9 a.m. Like all newly-appointed persons, 
she arrives ten minutes early, to find the place Freee save for 
cleaners and one assistant who is arranging the daily papers in the 
news room. Somewhat bewildered, she stands around until, on the 
stroke of nine, another assistant arrives, probably the one who has 
to show her round, and the business commences. What a business 
it is! 

“ This is the staff room where you can hang your hat and coat. 
Now come upstairs and I will show you the lending library. This 
is the discharging counter where readers bring the books they have 
been reading. They can’t get in until we unlock the wicket by 
pressing this nob. When they have chosen their books they bring 
them to this other counter where we charge the books and let the 
people out. The books are divided into two main groups, Fi@tion— 
arranged alphabetically by the surnames of the authors, and Non- 
fiction—arranged according to the Dewey Decimal Classification.” 
(Here follows a totally inadequate description of the scheme, as 
hurried as the rest of the explanation.) “‘ This is the reading room 
where we also keep the directories, and this is the reference library.” 

By this time the poor girl’s senses are so benumbed that she is 
hardly conscious of being introduced to the rest of the staff, who 
have now arrived, and, we hope, started work. Certain it is that 
she cannot possibly remember one tenth of what has been told her, 
but she is put under the care of another assistant, and with this initia- 
tion she is pitch-forked into the seething maelstrom of public service. 

How different it might all have been ! 

I was much more fortunate. The then chief assistant took me 
in hand at once, introduced me to the rest of the staff and told me 
what routine duties were expected to be done regularly every morning. 
He arranged that under the guidance of a senior assistant I should 
help in the tidying of the library. When this was done he took me 
into his sanétum, gave mea brief but very sound outline of the classi- 
fication, and then turned me out with the order “ Browse around and 
see what’s being done. If you don’t understand anything—ask.” 
Should he read these lines, I would like to thank him for the best 
ee of advice that I have had in conneéion with library work. 

ting the experience of a number of years I have never found time 
spent in browsing wasted. 

And now, how would I deal with a newly-appointed assistant ? 
I should not be particular that she (most of them are shes) should 
do much work for a few days. Instead of trying to cram everything 
into half-an-hour’s explanation I would prefer to take a week over 
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publications (which are published by Messrs. Allen & Unwin) but also 
the fact that (the International Labour Office in particular) they main- 
tained staff to deal with enquiries. 

The Library and Information Department of the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs was described in a paper by Margaret E. Cleeve, 
Secretary of the Library and Publications. The information depart- 
ment deals with enquiries on political and economic matters in inter- 
national affairs, publishes a fortnightly Bulletin of International News, 
and prepares detailed studies of specific subjects, which are issued as 
memoranda in mimeographed form. The library consists of post-war 
er ge bearing on international affairs, political, economic and 
egal, with essential reference books of before that period. It com- 
prises some 30,000 books and pamphlets, 323 foreign and British 
periodicals, 522 periodical official documents and annual reports of 
different countries. The paper further enlarged on the sources avail- 
able in the library, such as official publications, British and foreign 
books and periodicals, foreign newspapers, maps and press aR 

In a paper on “ Documentation in Business Organization,” by 
G. A. A. De Voogd, the obje& was to show that the rationalisation of 
documentation was more a problem of organisation than one of 
registration or indexing, but on the grounds of his experience as laid 
down in his paper, came to the conclusion that the international 
decimal classification offered the best possibilities in order to attain 
rationalisation in the systems of documentation. 

Dr. Albert Predeek presented a paper on “The Ever-Ready 
Printed Catalogue,” which is a produét of the Adrema-Maschienen- 
baugesellschaft, Ltd., Berlin. It comprises a machine which embosses 
short texts on small metal plates, and from these entries are made by 
running them through a printing machine at high speed. The em- 
bossing machine can print the catalogue as a whole or in parts, at any 
time, and by its “‘ seleétion devices ” print selected parts from a large 
stock of titles chosen from various points of view. The stock of metal 
plates represents an “ ever {mae vane or renewable catalogue ” which is 
continuously kept up-to-date by the addition of new plates. The 
cost of these machines varies according to sizes, but the one the author 
uses costs about {200. The work, it was stated, could be soon mastered 
by untrained Staff. 

V. ConcLusION. 

We have been very pleased to have had the opportunity of 
attending this conference where so much has been learnt by meeting 
delegates of so great a diversity of activity and interest and yet aiming 
at a common good. The arrangements were in every detail most 
ably carried out. KENNETH A. RyDeE. 


TO LIBRARIANS. 
TWO ROTARY DUPLICATORS for Sale ; Automatically Feed and 
Stack, in perfect working condition, 3 years’ guarantee. 
Gestetner (Rebuilt) £18 18s od 
Lion (£25 model) £12 128 od 


A G.L., c/o Grafton & Co., Coptic House, 
51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1. 
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“Resolved that Miss X be Appointed ” 
By F. W. Smirn, A.L.A. 


Some while ago, a new junior assistant waas appointed to the staff 
of the library which is graced with my presence. Initiating fresh 
assistants into the intricacies of our craft is not part of my duties— 
officially ; that is left to one of our young ladies. 

Now during the past three years there have been no less than 
seven juniors appointed to our staff, and in each case the procedure 
has been the same. The girl (all of them have been of the fair sex) 
is told to be at the library at 9 a.m. Like all newly-appointed persons, 
she arrives ten minutes early, to find the place deserted, save for 
cleaners and one assistant who is arranging the daily papers in the 
news room. Somewhat bewildered, she stands around until, on the 
stroke of nine, another assistant arrives, probably the one who has 
to show her round, and the business commences. What a business 
it is ! 

“ This is the staff room where you can hang your hat and coat. 
Now come upStairs and I will show you the lending library. This 
is the discharging counter where readers bring the books they have 
been reading. They can’t get in until we unlock the wicket by 
pressing this nob. When they have chosen their books they bring 
them to this other counter where we charge the books and let the 
people out. The books are divided into two main groups, Fi@ion— 
arranged alphabetically by the surnames of the authors, and Non- 
fiction—arranged according to the Dewey Decimal Classification.” 
(Here follows a totally inadequate description of the scheme, as 
hurried as the rest of the explanation.) ‘ This is the reading room 
where we also keep the directories, and this is the reference library.” 

By this time the poor girl’s senses are so benumbed that she is 
hardly conscious of being introduced to the rest of the staff, who 
have now arrived, and, we hope, Started work. Certain it is that 
she cannot possibly remember one tenth of what has been told her, 
but she is put under the care of another assistant, and with this initia- 
tion she is pitch-forked into the seething maelstrom of public service. 

How different it might all have been ! 

I was much more fortunate. The then chief assistant took me 
in hand at once, introduced me to the rest of the staff and told me 
what routine duties were expected to be done regularly every morning. 
He arranged that under the guidance of a senior assistant I should 
help in the tidying of the library. When this was done he took me 
into his sanétum, gave mea brief but very sound outline of the classi- 
fication, and then turned me out with the order “ Browse around and 
see what’s being done. If you don’t understand anything—ask.” 
Should he read these lines, I would like to thank him for the best 
aa of advice that I have had in conneétion with library work. 

ting the experience of a number of years I have never found time 
spent in browsing wasted. 

And now, how would I deal with a newly-appointed assistant ? 
I should not be particular that she (most of them are shes) should 
do much work for a few days. Instead of trying to cram everything 
into half-an-hour’s explanation I would prefer to take a week over 
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it. During the first day let the girl wander round and find her way 
about, making herself useful if a could. Then, on the second day 
she should be ready to be instruéted in the arrangement of the library 
and the guides to its use, the classification tables, the catalogue, etc. ; 
and on ae third day she should be introduced to the counter of the 
lending library, starting with the charging end as being simpler than 
the discharging end. Normal routine might well be started durin 
the remainder of the week The reason for every operation whi 
she would be expected to carry out would be explained, even if it 
took a whole morning, rather than put her off with: ‘ Oh, you will 
learn all about that when you study for your preliminary examina- 
tion.” 

I am positive that this type of treatment would make any assistant 
more self-reliant and more efficient — in one month than the 
assistant mentioned previously would be likely to become in three. 


I am told that the “ kindergarten ” idea of having a girl doing 
nothing for a few days is economically impossible, to which I venture 
to reply, “ Rubbish!” I would point out to those who hold this 
view that during the holiday period, when anything up to a quarter 
of their staff are away at a time, they seem to manage quite wal, and 
at other times—vwell, one assistant is not a lot, is it ? 


New Pseudonyms 


Tue monthly dinner of the “ New Pseudonyms” was held at the 
“ Villiers ” Restaurant on October 23rd, 1931. “‘ Barabbas ” opened 
a discussion on the present policy of the Carnegie Trustees and its 
influence on Library policy. His principal point was this: the 
Trustees are able to demand certain conditions when making grants 
and that these conditions are not always to the good of the cause. 
But of greater importance was the question of the County Libraries. 
These have been from the —— Staffed by underpaid (even on 
— scales of remuneration) and often inexperienced librarians. 

t this bad state of affairs was being considerably aggravated by 
the spread of the County Branch Libraries for the small town. These 
Libraries (and this was agreed by all) are usually placed in charge of 
a partly trained assistant employed at about {150 per year. The 
danger to the service from this type of well intentioned but untrained 
incompetent was only too apparent. More serious still these people 
rank as “ Librarians,” and figure as such in any general salary returns, 
a State of affairs unlikely to inspire any movement toward better 
conditions and salaries. 

In the discussion another aspe& of Carnegie Grants was dealt 
with. That was on the question of book grants for towns of 50,000 
people and under. The Trustees had apparently missed the point that 
many small towns were sometimes much richer and quite able to 
foot their own bills but too mean to do so, whereas very much larger 
places were in a more serious financial condition, running a pro- 
gtessive policy and spending every ible penny. These towns 
were not for consideration although the small non-progressive town 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

It is several months since I contributed to our correspondence, 
and I could wish no better end to my efforts than that my valedictory 
epistle should be addressed to you. Two years have passed since the 

SAYINGS OF SAPHENES 

first burst upon a Still library world. Little essential change has been 
seen in those crowded years. The army of sycophants has grown 
to truly appalling dimensions ; the futile discussions have left close 
classification and cataloguing for the deeper mysteries of library 
aid and colour schemes; and the occasional bleat of the graduate 
echoes forlornly across the wastes. The independence of the Library 
Assistant has been lost with the abjeét surrender of youth to the older 
group, and the ragged flock is now ready to be shepherded into the 
lost world of formal education. So I, having other things of more 
importance to do, leave this correspondence to cultivate my cabbages 
in the belief that I shall find them at least as interesting as librarians. 

But I am sure you would not like me to leave my friendly corre- 
spondents without a final discussion of some of our more recent 
adventures. The one freshly in our minds is the 

CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE, 
without exception the ghastliest gathering of librarians I have ever 
attended. Flat papers fell without noticeable result on comatose 
gatherings. We were on occasion treated to the oratorical fireworks 
of one or two practised speakers who paraded their accomplishment 
and contributed nothing either to librarianship or the outside world. 
Hundreds of men and women who should have a mission in life sat, 
listened and walked sombrely about a watery town without being 
offered a single constructive thought to stir their minds. Men of 
great reputation were brought down and insulted our intelligence ; 
men with some reputation in librarianship nibbled timidly at ideas 
which the more energetic have practised for years. 

As the acoustics of the Town Hall did not allow me to hear the 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
I read it in the calmer atmosphere of my study. I like it for its absence 
of rhetoric and its entirely practical note, but I confess to a feeling 
of disappointment that it contained the usual reference to the intro- 
duétion of graduates. It is surely time this nonsense was finally 
scotched. Those of us who have graduates on our Staffs have not 
found them noticeably more efficient, or energetic, or better educated 
in the true sense, than the practically trained assistant, and | shall be 
more inclined to accept the President’s views when I can be shown 
a single efficient library conducted by a graduate. Indeed, this constant 
clamour for the introduction of intellectual trade unionism is a con- 
fession of the inability of those persons who possess the “ trained 
mind ” which graduation at a University is supposed by some miracu- 
lous means to bestow on them, to earn a living on their merits. The 
plain fact remains that universities, as at present conducted, are a 
waste of public money, and belie the name they bear. They have 
adopted the worst vices of the narrowest form of the Trade Union 


THE 


LIBRACO 
BOOK TROLLEY 


Thousands of books are daily returned to the shelves. To do this 
work by hand entails many visits with a risk of dropping and 
damaging the books. Surely a Book Trolley is indispensable as it 
enables the books to be easily sorted into class order, and then wheeled 
to the shelves quickly. Mr. R. Lillie, the Chief Librarian of Gateshead, 
says :— 
ee The Library Book Trolley is such a great labour saver 

that no busy Open Access Library can do without it. 

The ease with which it can be manipulated adds to 

its usefulness.” 

At Bethnal Green, one of the busiest Open Access Libraries in London, 
Mr. Radcliffe, the Librarian, has in use six trolleys. His method is :— 
“ The books as returned are placed on the trolley which 

when loaded is run into the store, where the books are 

arranged in class order on shelves, then replaced on 

the trolley and wheeled into the Library. The work 

of replacing the books on the shelves is quick and 

easy and there is no risk of damage.” 
At Wandsworth, in the Libraries of Putney, Clapham, Balham, 
Streatham, Tooting, Allfarthing Lane, and Earlsfield, the Book 
Trolley was found indispensable, especially in the change over to 
Open Access, where books had to be handled with expedition. 
Similarly at the Willesden Libraries, the Lambeth Libraries, the 
University Library, Glasgow, the Book Trolley has been found an 
extremely useful Library aid. 


THE BEST TROLLEY 


is undoubtedly that made by Libraco. It is strongly constructed for 
heavy and daily usage. It is 36 inches long, 36 inches high and 15 
inches wide, giving 18 feet shelf space. It is equipped with noiseless 
rubber tyred wheels, revolving and ball bearing. It is easy to 
manipulate, can be turned on its own axis, and easily wheeled round 
corners within a narrow radius. It is a thoroughly reliable, strongly 
construéted and well-finished article, built to do the work. 


Price £7. | 8. 6a. Carriage paid 


Libraco Limited, 62 Cannon Street, London, €.6.4 
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movement. I have no objeétion to Trade Unionism; in fa&, I am 
a Trade Unionist myself; but it is the sorriest cant to attempt to 
disguise it with the fine raiment of culture. 

I was interested in the babblings of Amel-Anu in the July 
Library World about publicity. In a strident paragraph he pours 
scorn on 

IssuE STATISTICS, 


publicity, reading lists, annotations and posters, and by inference, 
denies Carlyle’s saying that the library is the people’s university. 
I think Pll take Carlyle’s word for it. I wonder if you, Eratosthenes, 
have found, as I have, that scorners of issue Statistics are those who 
can’t get °em? All these fine phrases about “ the culture of reading,” 
“the reading of the best,” etc., merely mean that the librarian who 
utters them is foolish enough to imagine that he can cover up his 
insufficiencies by shouting platitudes. What is a library for? It 
exists to enable people to read books, and the more books people 
read, the more efficient the library is in its job. I should like to see 
Amel-Anu as an assistant in the bookseller’s shop, saying to the 
manager in a lordly way, “ It’s true, Mr. Lynx, I have only sold three 
pounds’ worth of books this month, and that my salary isn’t paid by 
that sum. But I take a high view of my work. | believe in the culture 
of reading, and I won’t sell a book until I am convinced that in buying 
it the customer will benefit, and that it meets a want in his mental 
equipment which he must have experienced for years without know- 
ing it.” And the manager—an unfeeling brute—might reply, “ You, 
Mr. Amel-Anu, are paid to sell books. Our customers buy what they 
want. Having the gift of insight, you might be able to diagnose the 
hidden book desires of our customers—though you don’t appear to 
be very successful at it. But your job, in plain language, is to make 
these books sell, and to leave it to the customer to decide whether 
his purchase suits him.” Why is it, Eratosthenes, that these anti- 
issue fanatics always assume that large issues necessarily mean poor 
quality issues? If Amel-Anu really believes that and controls a 
library, let him have the courage of his convictions and take from 
his stock every book which is not in his opinion “ worth while.” 
Does he imagine that his percentage of “ cultural” reading will 
increase ? Those of us who have given a little time to the study 
of the psychology of the reader (a subject, by the way, as yet untouched 
by the text-books) can save him a great deal of mortification and 
anxiety by telling him that such an experiment is doomed to failure. 
There is much 
NONSENSE IN LIBRARIANSHIP 

but the greatest nonsense of all is this anti-statistics cry. No business 
in the world can be run without results; and there is no reason at 
all why a business paid for by public funds should be exempt from the 
necessity of proving its worth. Issue Statistics, if based on proper 
grounds, and given a high standard of technique in the management 
of a library, are a reliable guide to its efficiency. I will agree with 
Amel-Anu that a library issuing too large a proportion of ephemeral 
fiction is not properly stocked, but if the right proportions are main- 
tained, quantity denotes efficiency. Were I a member of a library 
committee, I should have a very strong objection to my librarian 
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attempting to bluff away his inability to get results by turning on the 
sob-Stuff. I have seen some libraries—notably in the London area— 
run by librarians with the Amel-Anu outlook, and have been appalled 
by the disgraceful inefficiency of their book stocks. There is a great 
deal more in librarianship than the primitive library economy of 
Amel-Anu suggests. Perhaps one day he will travel far afield and 
visit a large-issue library and study the principles of its management. 

I wonder if the L.A. suffers from the same complex as Amel- 
Anu? That the Council is 


CoMPLETELY INEFFECTIVE 
is a truism generally accepted by the vast majority of members, and 
their failure to do any adequate library publicity is only one of their 
more obvious defects. Consider, O Eratosthenes, the importance 
of librarianship in the public mind as evidenced by the press references 
to the Annual Conferences. Think of the reception of the pro- 
nouncements of, for example, the Association of Education Com- 
mittees, and then note the blank silence which follows any statement 
from the L.A. Refleé& on the faé that regular records of output are 
published by many municipal associations, whilst the L.A. remains 
stupidly silent. A pamphlet on 
Liprary LIGHTING, 
brought forward after months of labour by a joint committee of 
the L.A. and the Illuminating Engineering Society, has just been 
released. I, being troubled by artificial lighting problems, read it 
in eager hope that it would help me. It is a mere re-Statement of 
principles known to any intelligent man, accompanied by technical 
values only obtainable by the expert use of scientific measuring 
instruments. A diagram of a type of shelving that only a lunatic 
would adopt is shown. Not a word of advice on the question of 
general versus point lighting ; not a suggestion of the types of fittings 
suitable for library lighting ; not a single hint that a totally enclosed 
globe deprives a lamp of from 1o to 25 per cent. of its lumens. There 
is grave talk of the light value of walls painted in lighter colours. 
Being merely an amateur at this game, I studied a book on this subject 
ten years ago, and had my libraries finished in colours that gave 
maximum reflection. This is the L.A. in a praétical mood. Heaven 
send us help! What does the L.A. do to help librarians struggling 
with Councils that still talk, and talk loudly and effectively, of “ luxury” 
services? Nothing! Is there anywhere in this country an affluent 
public library service? lll are struggling gamely with adversity, 
and the ——— body has never produced, or perhaps never 
thought of, a practical thing to help them. Instead, we have the 
spectacle of many of these librarians, completely helpless in their own 
towns, posing as leaders of a 
VirILE MOVEMENT. 

Where is that virility? Examine the book funds of the greatest 
systems and assimilate the stupendous faét that some much-lauded 
libraries are —— nine per cent. of their total income on books, 
and rarely is fifteen per cent. reached. What sort of libraries can 


they be on such lines ?_ I am not blaming individual librarians wholly 
for this state of, affairs ; but I do definitely arraign the conspiracy of 
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silence which allows our conferences to waste their time on non- 
essentials ; and the lack of proportion shown in discussing the value 
of books when their libraries haven’t got any. 

But time flies and with it patience. Let us go on scratching at 
the surface of things, quibbling about the ridiculous trimmings which 
we know by the name of library science. Serious persons with 
libraries of dead books around them write unintelligible text-books 
and question poor assistants on theoretical rubbish about classifica- 
tions which are useless, cataloguing methods that bear no relation 
to reality, and 

Sttty Lirrte GApDGETs 

unworthy of the attention of a grown person. In the British Museum 
you wait forty-five minutes before a book is brought to you; in 
other libraries gigantic intelleéts design cards and guides which no 
one notices ; and honest to goodness librarians essay the stupendous 
task of reclassifying their libraries by theoretically perfeét schemes 
which effe€tually lose a book in the dark recesses of the stack. The 
great world moves placidly by, bestowing on occasion a humorous 
glance on these poor little rabbits playing in their warren. They 
take themselves very seriously, these harmless little creatures. They 
will quarrel over the shape of a blade of grass and shed blood on the 
question as to whether thistle down really is seed or a fairy’s chariot. 
They merely refleét this insane world of ours, where great things 
have to be done by Stealth and the petty-minded rule. 

Cabbages at least do not pretend to think. 

And so—farewell ! SAPHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers ON Our Arrairs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of THe Lrsrary Wor.p would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries for 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the first day of each month.) 


Blackburn 


The Library Authorities for Blackburn issue from time to time 
some very useful lists of books dealing with special subjeéts or topics 
of special interest, to be obtained at the libraries. Special List No. 7 
is just to hand and deals with the National Crisis. It is a list of selected 
books, as the Librarian States, intended to serve as a guide to the 
understanding of the present National Crisis. 


Bristol 


From the pen of the deputy librarian, Mr. James Ross, we get 
a charmingly produced, scholarly and interesting little guide, The 
Cathedral Church of Briftol. It is worthy of a place in the topographical 
section of every library and gives evidence of research and careful 
compression, and is well illustrated. It is published by the Crypt 
House Press of Gloucester. 
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Burnley 

Burnley’s Library Journal has of late come rapidly to the fore, 
and is undoubtedly one of the ten best Bulletins produced in the 
country. In their O&ober issue the Committee are fortunate in 
having an article from the pen of St. John Ervine entitled ‘‘ What is 
a good Book.” This article is reprinted by permission of the Author, 
and the Editor of John O’ London's Weekly. 


Chesterfield 


Chesterfield’s Bookshelf is nothing if not up to date. Special 
features for O&ober are lists of books on the “‘ world to-day,” a 
seleé list of books on the world’s affairs. They have courageously 
adopted Coventry’s method and have included a series of excerpts 
from recommended books. 


Da 


The list of four thousand recommended books, which Mr. 
O’Leary issues at the very nominal price of twopence, has been 
compiled for the reader who is seeking a simple introduétion to an 
unknown subject, chiefly from the informative point of view. All 
the books classified in this list are available at all the branch libraries, 
and, if some seétions appear to be lacking in titles which should 
appear, their absence is probably due to the fact that the books are 
out of print. The aim has been to give a thorough view of English 
literature and the classification of this subjeé& alone contains eleven 
sections, beginning with the period before the Elizabethans, through 
the various centuries up to he Viétorian era, followed by Moderns. 
There are also special sections on History, Autobiography and Letters. 
This is a very practical and useful list for the ordinary reader, and we 
commend Dagenham for its enterprise. 


Fulham 


A very imposing list of Popular Leétures is issued by Fulham 
Public Libraries. Travel, music, science and literature are well 
represented. We have also received Vol. 6, No. 4 of the Reader’s 
Guide to Recent Additions. 


Leeds 

The Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin for O&ober contains 
a classified list on Mechanical Engineering. The September Chimney 
Corner, published by these very busy Public Libraries, has an article 
on Miss Fyleman. This appears as part of a series on ‘‘ Some Favourite 
Authors.”” The Chimney Corner, of course, appeals to juvenile readers. 
The leéture programme for 1931-1932 season includes an important 
one on “ Railways and their History ”’ and several travel lectures. 


Liverpool. 

The Public Libraries Committee has issued a very practical guide 
to the contents of the commercial books, direétories, periodicals, 
reports, gazetteers, etc., available at the Liverpool Commercial 
Reference Library. The Liverpool Public Libraries have been 
celebrating she centenary of the death of William Roscoe and a 
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commemorative exhibition was opened by the Lord Mayor (Alderman 
Edwin Thompson). In this connection an address, delivered at the 
Reference Library by Mr. C. Sydney Jones, has been reprinted in 
the hope that it would be found interesting to a wider audience 
than that which was present at the meeting. 


Nottingham 

Plans of the Central Library extension are illustrated in the 
Bulletin, No. 293. We are pleased to see that Nottingham is one of 
the libraries who subscribe to the new British Museum Catalogue, 
volume one of which appeared this year. Nottingham has also 
Fortescue’s Subje&-index up to date. This Library is indeed 
rich in bibliography and other reference works. 


St. Marylebone 


An Exhibition of Modern Prints lent by the Contemporary 
Art Society is being held at the Public Library from O@ober to 
December, 1931. 


Library Reports 


BriRMINGHAM Public Libraries.— 69th Annual Report, 1930-1931. 
City Librarian, H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A. Population, 1,002,413. 
Rate, 2.77d. Income from Rate, £67,589. Stock: Lending, 
335,737; Reference, 368,657. Additions, 59,163. Withdrawals, 
12,447. Issues: Lending, 3,396,404; Children’s Reading Rooms, 
906,296; Reference, 239,770. Borrowers, 139,127; extra tickets, 


94,508. Branches, 23. 

Although no further branch libraries were opened during the year to swell 
the total circulation, the figure reached is 333,000 more than the previous year, 
and the highest yet obtained. Work on the new library at Acock’s Green is now 
well advanced and it is hoped that the building will be ready for opening at the end 
of the year. The extension of the Handsworth branch has now been completed. 
The A Librarian has been appointed Hon. Secretary of the recently formed 
Regi Library Bureau covering the West Midlands. The paid is being 
drawn from the Birmingham Libraries. In conneétion with this Bureau the Ca 1 
Trustees have generously offered to defray the cost of a union catalogue of 
constituent libraries up to £3,000. Numerous additions were made to the manu- 
script colleétion of the libraries, including one donation of over 5,000 items. The 
resources of the piéture colleétion were drawn upon to the extent of 53,574 num- 
bers, whilst 20,202 lantern slides were borrowed. 

Henpvon Public Library.—Report of the Libraries Committee on 
Library Work in Hendon, 1919-1931. Chief Librarian, James E. 
Walker, F.L.A. Population, 113,588. Rate, 1.8d. Income from 
Rate, £8,697. Stock: Lending, 27,957; Reference, 4,946 ; School 
Libraries, 8,841. Additions, 8,185. Issues: Lending, 376,422; 
Reference, 33,608 ; School Libraries, 83,936. Borrowers, 16,686 ; 
extra tickets, 20,027. 

On first looking at this rt one is puzzled and amused by the wording on 
the outside cover, as recorded above, and is tempted to uire on what else would 
a library committee report but library work? Ors it be on road sweeping 
or jam making ? As this is the first report to be issued, a brief history of the forma- 
tion, building and work of the library is published. Since its opening in December, 
1929, the library has continued to grow in popularity and , and each 
week sees huge increases in the numbers of 1s registered, and books circulated. 
The Reference department is settling down to steady normal work, and the regula- 
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tion permitting works to be borrowed for home-reading overnight is fi tly 

taken advantage of. A progressive Junior department, and a system of 

Libraries are catering for the young people of the distriG. 

Lrverpoot Libraries, Museums and Walker Art Gallery.—78th 
Annual Report. Chief Librarian, George H. Parry, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 810,000. Stock: Reference, 223,118; Art Library, 7,860; 
Commercial Library, 6,831 ; Central, 40,884; Branches, 231,721. 
Additions, 51,875. Withdrawals, 36,231. Issues: Reference, 
497.478; Lending, Central, 390,715; Branches, 2,960,801 ; 
Junior, 891,490. Borrowers: Adult, 86,937; Junior, 40,605 ; 
extra tickets, 13,754. Branches, 17. 

A remarkable increase in the number of books issued, a record number of 
accessions to the book stock, a huge increase in the registration of borrowers» 
and the greater efficiency of the branch libraries, are the main features recorded in 
the above review of the year’s work. Over five million books were issued—a 
million in excess of the previous year. The popularity of the two new libraries at 
Edge Hill and Norris Green accounts somewhat for the large number of new 
borrowers. The latter library is in a temporary building, and serves a new housing 
area. Dr. Adrian Boult opened the new music library adjoining the Central Library, 
on July 14th. 5,000 volumes of musical composition are available to the public. 
A Local History department has been formed in the Piéton Reading Room. The 
avetage week-day visitors to the museums was 1,932. 222,907 people viewed 
the Art Gallery. 


MANCHESTER Public Libraries—79th Annual Report, 1930-1931. 
Chief Librarian, L. Stanley Jast, F.L.A. Population, 759,300. Rate, 
3.82d. Income from Rate, £119,871. Stock: Lending, 382,755 ; 
Reference, 279,799. Additions, 50,050. Withdrawals, 40,691. 
Issues: Lending, 3,761,117; Reference, 587,634. Borrowers, 
125,708. Branches, 25. 

The chief event of the past year was the laying of the foundation stone of the 
new Central Library on 6th May, 1930, by the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. J. 
Ramsay Macdonald, LL.D., M.P. The Premier’s speeches on this occasion and 
also at the luncheon which followed are reprinted in the above Report. Commence- 
ment has been made with the new distri& library at Wilbraham. In an endeavour 
to solve the problem of extending the library service to outlying distri&s, a motor 
van is being built, capable of carrying 1,200 books, to serve as a travelling library. 
The van will draw upon a stock of between four and five thousand volumes. 
The “ B.D. Taylor Memorial Collection ” of books on art was formally presented 
to the Libraries during the year. Another valuable donation received was 
the colle&tion of local drawings, prints, books, etc., totalling nearly 3,000 items, 
from Mr. J. F. Moseley. 


PrymoutH Public Libraries.— 54th Annual Report for the year ending 
March 318t, 1931. City Librarian, Fredk. C. Cole, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 210,036. Rate, 1.25d. Income from Rate, £8,412. Stock: 
Lending, 59,192; Reference, 29,819. Additions, 3,598. With- 
drawals, 533. Issues: Lending, 532,336; Reference, 101,218. 
Borrowers, 14,521; extra tickets, 3,305. Branches, 5. 

Evidence of the growing importance of the Library service and the increasing 
demand on its resources is to be seen in the figures for the year under review. 
The issues are over 50,000 up on the last Report, and are now 48 per cent. higher 
than those of five years ago. An analysis of the figures shows that while only just 
over 7 per cent. of the population are borrowers, they have borrowed at the 
phenomenal rate of 36 books per head during the past year. This is indeed well 
above the average, and one is led to ask why do Plymouth folk read quicker than 
any others in the kingdom? Or are we others so very dilatory? The ereétion of 


ScarBorouGH Public Libraries.—Special Report of the Librarian on 
the first year’s work, June, 1930—June, 1931. Librarian, 
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W.H.Smettem. Population,41,791. Stock: Lending, 21,260; Refer- 
ence, 1,234. Issues: Lending, 438,926; Reference, 4,890. 
Borrowers, 13,248. 

The Library, which was opened to the public in June, 1930, proved an 
the year, so that already the building is too small to cope with the business at 
rush hours. The proportion of borrowers to population (31 per cent.) is extremely 

as is also the issuing of 33 books per borrower during the year. It is regretted 

t no provision has been made for supplying books to children, otherwise the 

tes recorded above would have been much greater. The Carnegie Trustees have 

a book purchase grant of £700 to be spread over three years. Apparently 
the Library has already proved itself a power in the town, we wish it every 
further success. 

Westminster Public Libraries.—Report of the Libraries Committee 
for the year 1930-1931. Librarian, Reginald B. Wood. Population, 
129,555. Rate, o.64d. Income from Rate, £25,720. Stock: 
Lending, 119,646; Reference, 45,759. Additions, 12,191. With- 
drawals, 7,518. Issues: Lending, 570,117; Reference, 225,446; 
open shelves, 71,000. Borrowers, 22,230; extra tickets, 14,845. 
Libraries, 4. 


On January 1%t this the Libraries were for the first time working on a 
uniform and and ep-callagtedl entieen. On that date the Buckingham Palace Road 
Library was re-opened after re-organization. Each of the four libraries are now 
administered on the open-access method. The Report contains a summary of the 
history of the libraries — the adoption of the Aés in 1856. In spite of the 
fa& that one library was o the total issues 
were 7,000 above the figure fo he pre year. The increased facilities offered 
for the use of the libeaties by childsen 


Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Booxs To READ, 1931. The First Annual Supplement to Books to 
Read. Edited for the Library Association by Charles Nowell. 
8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 136. London, Library Association, 1931. 
6s. (Members of the L.A., 4s. 6d.). 

An up-to-date Supplement to the volume issued last year. It is intended, as 
the original volume also was, for readers between the ages of 12 and 18, and the 
easier read works are indicated by signs as before. Librarians will find it a great 
trouble-saver. 

Tue CANADIAN CATALOGUE of Books Published in Canada, about 
Canada, as well as those written by Canadians, with Imprint of 
1930. No.9. Compiled by The Public Library, Toronto, 1931. 
8vo, wrappers, pp, 36. Toronto, 1931. 50 c. 

The Toronto Public Library deserves well of Canada for its excellent little 
annual Ca of Canadian Books. The two sections, French and English, are 
both classi but curiously h on different schemes, Fiction being the last 
division in the English seétion end the fick in Preach. 

Municrpat Lisrarres. A Manual of Modern Method. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 130. The Library Association, 1931. IS. net. 

A most useful little text book that will a 
Committee men and laymen will undouw 
from within its pages. This book, like most i_- 

Trustees, is issued at a remarkably low price. 


Tue Lisrary Worip 125 


Tue INTERNATIONAL LaBouR ORGANISATION. The First Decade. 
Preface by Albert Thomas. 8vo, cloth, pp. 382. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 

A very important and most comprehensive account of the work of the League 
of Nations in this particular branch of its activities. A companion volume to the 
one recently issued by the League of Nations Publication Department. 

Scorr (H. M.) The Approach to Economics. With a Foreword by 
Sir Josiah Stamp. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 211. London, 
Christophers, 1931. 4s. 6d. net. 


Written for the use of readers who have never studied economics before. 
This book will prove of great value to the elementary student. 


CiarkE (John J.) Outlines of Central Government, including the 
Judicial System of England. Fifth Edition. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. x., 268. London, Pitman, 1931. 5s. net. 

This important work, now in its fifth edition, has been thoroughly revised 
and brought up to date. It is a book that no public library should be without, 
and we cordially recommend it as being an absolutely essential addition. 

Oman (John) The Natural and the Supernatural. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 
506. Cambridge University Press, 1931. 18s. net. 

A philosophy of religion and its relation to environment. 

Crusz (Amy) The Golden Road in English Literature. From Beowulf 
to Bernard Shaw. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 670. London, 
Harrap, 1931. 10s. 6d. net. 

This work has been made very attra@tive for younger readers and is well above 
the average amongst its kind. The biographical information given and the extras 
trots oso well and the ean be 
re 

KearTon (Cherry) In the Land of the Lion. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 256. London, Arrowsmith, 1931. Cheap edition, 5s. 


net. 

Not only are Mr. Cherry Kearton’s photo of wild animals and other 
living creatures among the very best of their kind, 
telling the Story of his adventures among them. A book that must not be over- 
looked by librarians when ordering new Stock. 

Kane (Whitford) Are We All Met? Preface by St. John Ervine. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 294. London, Mathews & Marrot, 
1931. 16s. net. 

A dramatic on 
covers thirty years or so 
history of the repertory theatre. 

CANNELL (J. C.) The Secrets of Houdini. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 279. London, Hutchinson, 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 
Houdini’s personality was even more extraordinary than his “ magical” 

manifestations. Whilst emphatically denying. super-normal powers, he spent his 

life in practising and his most 

important achie t maéste b the conquest of ordi 

from bars and fetters of the moét exaéting nature. That at times he resorted to 
trickes in his demonstrations does not lessen the interest in this well-told 
tion of his methods. 

Wavucu (Arthur) One Man’s Road. Being a Picture of Life in a Passing 
Generation. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 390. London, 
Chapman & Hall, 1931. 18s. net. 

This is a far more personal book than the one which Mr. Waugh devoted to 
the history of the publishing firm of Messrs. Chapman & Hall; and here we see 
clearly a piture of a hard-working literary man in the midst of his family, devoted 


hy which is full of interest and personal charm. It 
on the Gage and deals to lnege wih the 


ig 
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to his brilliant sons, and Striving after a life of useful endeavour and memorable 

friendships. Every ae Se place on its shelves this picture of a literary life 

ae a oe worthily won an important position among the 

MERRIN (John) The Beauty of Jesus. With a Foreword by the Bishop 
of Manchester. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 207. London, Religious 


Traé& Society, 1931. 3s. 6d. net. 
A message of comfort for people in times of difficulty and depression. 


Sacus (Hans) Caligula. Translated by Hedvig Singer. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 224. London, Mathews & Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
A psycho-analyst’s Study of the distorted personality of Caligula. 


Turner (L. B.) Wireless. A Treatise on the Theory and Praétice of 
High-Frequency Ele&ric Signalling. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. xviii., 528. Cambridge University Press, 1931. 25s. net. 

A book that lib: hould possess. It will be i t demand by all 

wireless students ond It is not of the popular cons, but is a 

text-book of the most modern type. 

FisHer (Edith R.) The Garden Club Manual. With Forewords 
Cornelia V. W. Kellogg and James G. Moore. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 124. London, Macmillan, 1931. 8s. 6d. net. 
An interesting and well illustrated manual dealing with the formation of 

Garden Clubs and Flower Shows. 

Jonson (Esther Borough) The Technique of Flower , 
With a Foreword by A. Lys Baldry. Illustrated. Demy 4to, 
cloth, pp. xv., 132. London, Pitman, 1931. 25s. net. 
The author of this book ante 

She has written this book with the obje& of assisting students and others who are 

interested in the art of Flower Painting. The subjeé is discussed concisely and in 

a most explicit manner. All the difficulties are explained in simple language. The 

book is profusely illustrated and should be a valuable addition to the Aion. 


Casson (Herbert N.) Modern Business Methods. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 126. London, Efficiency Magazine, (1931). 5s. net. 

Mr. Casson in this book describes efficiency and how it is applied in the many 
Freeman (Wm. Marshall) Air and Aviation Law (Civil Aviation). 

Being an Exposition of the Statute and Case Law affecting Air 

Navigation. 8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 163. London, Pitman, 1931. 

7s. 6d. net. 

A much needed work which gives in clear and concise form the Statutes and 
Regulations already in force, with annotations, which will no doubt form a useful 
basis for a legal textbook. The subjeét is bound to develop rapidly, as air transport 

ws more and more a feature of our commercial system, but every library should 
we this work accessible for reference at this date. 


Trey (Frederick Colin) The Lure of the Fine Arts. With a Foreword 
by Sir George Clausen. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 315. 


London, Chapman & Hall, 1931. 15s. net. 

This is a book for those who admire the paintings of our great artists without 
being able to give their reasons for being moved by beauty in art. It is intended 
for who observe and study, and will help them in forming a judgment and 
enable them to express their personal opinions from a considered point of view. 
The author deals at length with colour, form and other attributes of the fine arts. 
An unusual work which may fill a gap in the many books on art recently issued. 
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SecoND REPORT ON PROGRESS IN MANCHURIA TO 1930. Illustrated. 
8vo, wrappers, pp. 308. Dairen, South Manchuria Railway, 
April, 1931. 

A remarkable account of the growth of Organized Government and 
Administration in an area which has been for many years subjeé to considerble 
disturbance. Fully illustrated. 

Eyre-Topp (George) Scotland: Pi&uresque and Traditional. A 
Pilgrimage with Staff and Knapsack. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 361. Stirling, Mackay, Fourth edition, 1931. 5s. net. 

A new edition of a deservedly work, much of which was 


penned 
before the coming of the motor car Scotland a less leisurely holiday realm. 
A book that the present-day “‘ hiker” should without fail carry in his knapsack. 


MattrHews (Bryan H. C.) Eleétricity in Our Bodies. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 108. London, Allen and Unwin, 1931. 
4s. 6d. net. 

Based on a series of broadcast talks given in November, 1930. 


Russex (Bertrand) The Scientific Outlook. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 286. 

London, Allen and Unwin, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A survey of the history of scientific know! and its phi ical implica- 
tions written in the author’s own inimitable — skied einai 
Garpner (Arthur) Medieval Sculpture in France. Illustrated. Cr. 

4to, cloth, pp. xviii., 490. Eambridge University Press, 1931. 

73s. 6d. net. 

This is a book which should be in the hands not only of every lover of 
ture and historical monuments, but also of every lover of France. It has inden 
been a remarkable feat to colle& over six hundred subjeés illustrative of the 
development of mediaeval works of art of this charaéter, and the author relies, we 
think rightly, on his reproduétions to throw the best and clearest light on the 
subjeé& he is attempting to elucidate. To those who sit in England by the fireside 
interest are to be found, we alike commend this excellent volume. 


FICTION. 


BaAILiie-SAUNDERS (Margaret) Green Sanctuary. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. London, Hutchinson, (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 
One of this author’s popular stories which is sure to appeal widely. 

Coprye (Ward) Back from the Plough. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 298. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
A very human story of the quiet kind which will please those who like good 

charaterisation. 

Gussxy (Nikolai) The Greatest of These. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 346. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

circumstances. It is a compelling and sympathetic study of family life. 

Dorie (Arthur Conan) The Conan Doyle Historical Romances : 
The White Company, Sir Nigel, Micah Clarke, The Refugees. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 1,636. London, Murray, 1931. 7s. 6d. 
net. 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s historical romances have been for a long time 
first-class and foremost favourites, and this edition of four in one needs no 
recommendation for it will sell ‘itself. 
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MeyYneELL (Laurence W.) Consummate Rose. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
London, Hutchinson, (1931). 7s. 6d. net. am 
The story of ho, i and trusting, is called to 

possessed of ordinary common sense finding herself in such a position. 

Tuomas (Adrienne) Catherine Joins Up. Translated by Margaret 
Goldsmith. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 308. London, Mathews & 
Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

The original of this diary had rmous in Germany, and has 
young girl’s life and bares her inmost feelings to the world at large. 

Wren (P. C.) Sowing Glory. The Memoirs of “ Mary Ambree,” 
The English Woman-Legionary. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 383. 
London, Murray, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A fascinating story of a woman who persuades an old friend to her 
dull page in her account of them. 


JUVENILE. 


Barsour (Ralph Henry) The Fumbled Pass. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
rele 288. London, Appleton, 1931. 5s. net. 

A football story which goes far to prove that in football, as in life, one big 
mistake can be reétified and a position can be won higher even than before the 
mistake was made. 

Prrr (Frances) Tiny, My Terrier. Being the Story of Tiny and her 
Friends, including Timothy the Fox. Illustrated. cloth, 

p. 125. London, Arrowsmith, 1931. 3s. 6d. net. 
rances Pitt is justly noted for her works on Nature Study and Animals. 

This is a dog story that will delight all who read it. 

Wape (Mary Hazelton) The Boy Who Loved the Sea. The Story of 
Captain James Cook. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 248. 
London, Appleton, 1931. 6s. net. 

The adventures of Captain Cook will always hold their in the affe@tion 
of boys, and here is the great adventurer’s Story in simple readable form. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BULLETIN OF THE GRAND Rapips Pusiic Lrsrary. May-June, July- 
Aug., 1931. 

Reapers’ Ink. May and June, 1931. 

Tue Lrsrarian. July, Aug., Sept. and Oct., 1931. 

Tue Lrerary Assistant. Sept. and Oct., 1931. 

Tue Lrerary Journat. Vol. 56, Nos. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18, 1931. 

BULLETIN OF THE TULANE Untversiry OF LoursiaANA. June 15, 1931. 

Tue Lrprary. June and Sept., 1931. Newark, N.J. 

ZENTRALBLATT FUR BIBLIOTHEKSWESEN. Vol. 48, Nos. 8/9, 10, 
1931.- Leipzig, Harrassowitz. 

Brymer (Robert) Recovery. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 218. 
London, Religious Traé& Society (1931). 3s. 6d. net. 


TREVELYAN (R. C.) Three Plays: Sulla, Fand, The Pearl Tree. Cr. 
8vo, boards, pp. 120. London, Hogarth Press, 1931. 5s. met. 
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‘WHO'S WHO AMONG LIVING 
AUTHORS OF OEDER NATIONS 


A reference book ox the autbers of the werld (not Unised States, Canada, 
American Authors), Dut takes in the rest ef tbe world. 


50 Countries are represented in thix work. 
sketches are supplied directly by the author, with 


A truly comarkable compilation, and invalwable as a reference for the shelves of your 
Raited by A. Lowrence. 


Price of book £8 (87.00). 


Golden SyndieatePublishing Company 
233. So. BROADWAY 
LOS ANGELES, CGALIF., U.S.A. . 


“Rome was not built in a day.” 
LIKEWISE IT.TOOK MANY TO DEVELOP AND PERFECT. 


THE OVERSEWING MACHINE 


When all ther methods of sewing LIBRARY BOOKS bare bees given a reasonable 


8. rs 
) 
written by him, personal data on his Ife, and address. There are two sections te ( 
the book, the Authors’ section apd the Writers’ with helps 2s pen names, ete. Abo 
3. shows the poets by countrigs, 
h 
OVversewin M achine Co. 


SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES 


Realising the desire of Librarians to support 
British Industries we take pleasure in announc- 
ing that all the materials we are purchasing 
have the Manufacturers’ Guarantee that they 
are products of the British Empire. We strongly 
appeal to you to have your books bound by the 
Firm that gives this assurance. 

We were the first Firm to deal specially and widely with Publle Library 
Bookbinding. 


We have bound books for Lending Libraries for over fifty years with the 
consequent experience, and we are doing an annually increasing business. 


We paper-lined the folds of weak papers over 20 years ago, and still do, 
but this is only one of many different methods devised to meet the needs of 


various kinds of paper. 


Very stiff thick papers of which many Juvenile books are composed we 
album-joint the leaves with a linen guard at no extra cost. 


With Chivers Bindings you get the best workmanship in every detail. 
It is easy to lower prices but it always means that the Manufacturer has 
to cut out some item to enable him to do it. We could enter into competi- 


tion in this way until presently prices for bookbinding generally would 
become very low but the bindings equally inferior. 


We employ skilled workmen from all over Great Britain, pay Trade Union 
wages and observe their hours. 


Catalogues and Price Lists will be sent post free on application. 


Our Motor Van makes regular journeys to all parts of England and Wales, 
and will call to collect and pack your books upon receipt of a post card. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Booksellers and Bookbinders 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


Frank Jucxes Lrp., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham 
by Grarron & & Co, 31 Great Russell London, 
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